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History-makers 
 
A History-Maker: someone who, by the way they act, the ideas that they have and 
communicate, or simply through their existence, modifies the course of history.  
 
‘History-Makers’ is one of the recent sessions we held in Goma. In it, the group looked at the concept 
of what it looks like to be a History-Maker by reading inspirational quotes and case studies of famous 
history-makers. They then spent time considering what their part in the story might be, both as 
individuals and as a group. At The Congo Tree, we want to challenge everyone involved – our 
supporters, our teams and all of the young people we train – to “be part of the story”. For us, it’s 
about all of us experiencing and contributing to positive change in our lives, together.  
 
On April 20th, we celebrated two years of The Congo Tree’s Leadership Development Programme! 
We were so encouraged to hear the reports from the DRC Team that the history-makers session had 
inspired many to share their passion and ideas for their communities, develop their vision and 
challenge themselves to start putting their learning into practice.  
 
This is what some of our Leader Mentors and Young Leader’s had to say: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2 years 
on… 

 

Thank 
you  

from all 
of us!  

“The change we are 
advocating must not 
only remain in our 
head but this should 
materialize through 
concrete actions.” 

 

Armel, Leader Mentor 

“Change in our communities 
comes through our own 
change, as being a leader we 
are called to influence those 
around us, and when those 
around us are influenced, the 
entire community will be too.” 

Daniel, Young Leader 

“Our influence must have 
a positive impact on all 
the world, especially with 
the most vulnerable, 
because despite our 
very limited number, we 
can do something great.”  
Suzette, Young Leader 
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Masisi update 
 

In our last newsletter, we shared about our work in Masisi Centre with the Peacemakers: 12 young 
men completed their Young Leader training, and each of the 3 groups who presented their brilliant 
social enterprise ideas won $50 (around £35) to start their projects. A few weeks ago, we received 
this incredible update from their Caretaker, Claude… 
 
The fish pond project in Ngesha (see photo) 
This group knew that fish were fairly scarce in their 
community because they were not near a lake. They 
secured a piece of land and used the money to buy tools 
to dig the fish pond and buy fish eggs. With the pond now 
filled with water and fingerlings, they expect their first 
catch will be in June 2015. They will sell the fish, allowing 
them to generate a regular income which can then be 
used to support their community.  
 
Selling Vodacom phone credit 
In this groups’ village, people would have to walk over an 
hour to Masisi Centre to buy phone credit. Using their 
$50, the Peacemakers bought phone credit in Masisi 
Centre and sold it in their village, making a $28 profit in 
just a few months. They investigated an essential need in 
the community, and they found two vulnerable children whose guardians in the village could not pay 
their school fees, so the Peacemakers decided to pay these fees. They will be continuing with their 
business after their studies and hope it will continue to be profitable and of benefit to their community. 
 
We are inspired to hear of the amazing progress these young Peacemakers are making. These 
children who were rejected by their family and communities, joined armed groups and were forced to 
experience the unthinkable only to return to further rejection, are now, as young men, serving and 
supporting people in need in their community. They are on the path to restoration and are actively 
working towards a better future. 
 
 

Batan’s* Story 
 
Batan is an orphan. His father and mother were both killed in the war of 
2008-2009. He was rejected by other family members and had to fend for 
himself, making him an easy target for armed group recruiters: at the age 
of 12, Batan joined an armed group where he was forced to carry heavy 
equipment and cook for the chief, although he wasn’t allowed to eat any of 
what he cooked. Small mistakes would lead to severe punishments and 
beatings were a regular occurrence.   
 
After 5 months, he found a chance to escape and managed to make his 
way to a UN transit centre in Masisi. Batan was ‘reintegrated’ by UNICEF, 
which means that he was moved back to his old village and family 
members agreed to take him in. However, there was no ongoing support 
for Batan. His family were not happy at having to provide for him and 
wouldn’t pay for him to go back to school, whilst people in his village told 
him he was bad, that he was a bandit.  

 
Experiencing continued rejection led him, like many other former child-soldiers, to consider returning 
to an armed group, in the hopes of escaping and somehow finding a better life. It was at this point, at 
the end of 2012 (when Batan was 13), that Global Outreach Foundation heard his story and were 
able to start working with him through their Peacemakers programme.  
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Batan is now 15 years old and is better integrated into his 
family, partly because he has started to do really well in school, 
which has enabled his family to see a future in him and accept 
him back into the family. Batan completed his Young Leaders 
training with The Congo Tree and is now working on a project 
with his teammates, who have also become new, trusted 
friends. It was amazing to see his confidence grow over the 
few days we spent with him and to see him support and 
encourage his fellow Peacemakers. 

 

*We have changed this young person’s name to protect his identity.  

 

 
 

Be part of the story... 
 

Upcoming events!  
  

The Congo Tree Fundraiser  
 

Thursday 2nd July, Upstairs at The Ritzy, Brixton, 7pm. 
Tickets £7 in advance / £8 on the door.   
 

A night of brilliant music, performance and lots of fun, hosted by and raising 
money for The Congo Tree. Come along and bring your friends for a great night 
out! Performers will be announced shortly. Get your tickets at: 

www.picturehouses.co.uk/cinema/Ritzy_Picturehouse/film/the-congo-tree-fundraiser. 
 

 

‘Coffee and Cake’ with The Congo Tree 
Birmingham Supporter’s Evening and AGM 
 

Friday 17th July, Brewsmiths (to be confirmed), 7pm.  
 

Seeing as we had such a great time last year, we’ve decided that more ‘Coffee 
and Cake’ should be served this year, interspersed with stories of adventures in 
DRC, what the team have been doing this year and our plans for the next few!  

 
 

Giving  
 

This year, we are raising money to… 
 

 Continue out training programmes 

 Extend training to new locations in DRC 

 Support more social action and enterprise projects 

 Recruit and pay a Programme Coordinator to lead the team in DRC.  
 

If you want to give to this, to start giving regularly, or want to help us fundraise, please get in contact 
at hello@thecongotree.org.uk or find our more on our website: www.thecongotree.org.uk/donate/  
 

Prayer  
 

 Amy and Heidi are with the DRC Team in Goma from 29th April to 12th May. Please pray for safe 
travel and a productive and envisioning time for the team. 

 For our newest team members, Irrum, Emma and Carrie, to settle brilliantly into the team. 
 For our amazing group of young people in the Congo, as they develop their understanding of 

what it is to be leaders in their families, schools, universities, workplaces and communities, and 
what part they can play in serving others. 

 For the Peacemakers in Masisi and their hope-giving projects. 
 For peace in the DRC as we move towards elections. 

http://www.picturehouses.co.uk/cinema/Ritzy_Picturehouse/film/the-congo-tree-fundraiser
hello@thecongotree.org.uk
http://www.thecongotree.org.uk/donate/

