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Coffee and Cake...  
our UK supporters event and agm 
 

On 12th July, The Congo Tree held its first Annual General Meeting at our 
UK Supporters Event. After a quick game of People Bingo and a welcome 
from the Chair, Mike Royal, we presented our 2013-2014 activities and 
financial record, before sharing our plans and dreams for the year to come, 
some of which are showcased in this newsletter! It was a great time 
together with some delicious cake. Thank you to all those who attended 
and to Brewsmiths who hosted us!  
 

 

Leadership development programme 
 

August saw us train up a further ten Young Leaders to join The Congo Tree team in Goma, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). These Young Leaders are now fully engaged in monthly 
meetings, spending time with a Leader Mentor and preparing to volunteer and organise their social 
action projects. It’s so great to have them with us!  We asked our new Young Leaders what they most 
liked about the training, and this is what they said: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly team meetings have provided time for training, socialising, 
inspiring ideas and mentoring. Over the last 6 months, the group 
has looked at their personal and group values, culture and how to 
create it, and practiced their public speaking and campaigning skills, 
as well as developing and running their own problem-solving and 
learning activities.  
 
 

News from our drc team 
 
We’ve recently had some great news from our team in DRC: Four of our Leader Mentors have been 
offered full-time employment, two of whom have moved to Kinshasa, the capital city of DRC, to 
pursue their careers. This includes our Programmes Intern Michée. We are so excited for them and 
want to wish them all the best as they start their new adventures!  

 

   

Happy summer from the congo tree 
We hope that you’ve been enjoying the sunshine! 

The development 
of team spirit, the 
creativity in the 
work... [and] the 

development of my 
imagination! 

The atmosphere 
between us… It 
felt like we were 
family and that 
was so good. 

I learned to know 
myself, I learned 
how I was useful, 
to live in society. 

 

 The way that we learnt 
through practical 

activities really made us 
live what we studied, so 
we learnt it much better. 
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Watoto vacanc’art – summer school  
 

 

It has been really exciting to hear news from the Watoto 
Vacanc’art Summer School project. Medi and his team did 
an excellent job looking after up to 370 children each day 
of the project. The theme this summer was ‘Peace in Your 
Hands’: with this in mind, the children got creative with art, 
dance and music, and took part in many other activities. 
Medi said that, “In this 1 month with the children, they not 
only learned to live together, to appreciate their differences 
but also to discover what is hidden inside of them”. The 
end of this summer’s project was celebrated with a 
ceremony for all the children and their families, at which 
our Intern Grace spoke. What a great way to have spent 
summer, and thank you to everyone at Watoto for our 
fabulous Congo Tree picture! 
(see photo below left) 

 
 
 
 

 

Global outreach foundation – peacemaker programme 
 

Andrew and Amethyst Roth are friends of ours in Eastern DRC, working for Global Outreach 
Foundation. They run a number of programmes as part of their work, including the Peacemakers 
Programme with former child soldiers. Peacemakers starts by reintegrating the young men into 
school, aiming to give them stability, hope and vision in their lives. They spend time with a counsellor 
and with the team, doing things they enjoy such as football and dancing. Then, art therapy is used to 

help the young men deal with 
some of the traumas they have 
experienced, supporting them to 
draw, sing, act or paint to 
express themselves. We’re so 
honoured to have been asked to 
go with the Roth’s to meet and 
train some of these remarkable 
young men as Young Leaders 
when we are in DRC in October!  
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Peace one day 
 

21st September is Peace Day: A day of global ceasefire and non-violence. Peace One 
Day is an organisation that campaigns for Peace Day to be recognised and upheld in all 
conflict zones worldwide, especially using media and the arts to bring people together 
around the theme: Who Will You Make Peace With? This year, they are hosting a huge 
event in Goma with famous artists headlining a concert that will be streamed online to 
the world... Some of The Congo Tree team will be attending or volunteering at the event. 
Check it out online at http://www.peaceoneday.org/peace-one-day-2014-celebration 
 

 
 
Uk schools work 
 

We’ve had some really wonderful times visiting schools in the past few months:  
 
St Mary Magdalene C of E Primary School, West Bromwich  
We spent a morning with Year 6’s learning about DRC, problem-
solving skills and leadership. The following week, the Year 6’s 
held assemblies for the other year groups in the school and had 
loads of fun passing on the information they had learnt. The 
teachers at St Mary Magdalene also joined in with some of the 
activities! We’re so grateful to everyone at St Mary Magdalene’s 
who invited us in and then held a non-uniform day for us, raising 
an amazing £183 - Thank you! 

 

Swanshurst Secondary School, Kings Heath 
We spent a day at Swanshurst School, joining a number of other charities and non-profit 
organisations at their Religious Studies conference. We had a brilliant time running sessions with 4 
classes over the day and are looking forward to going back!  
 
 
 

 

Our ‘Coffee for Congo’ campaign 
 
This summer, we launched our Coffee for Congo campaign, 
aiming to reach out to new supporters and those who might 
want to give regularly to The Congo Tree. The support of those 
who know us and care about our work is so valuable to us, and 
we believe that many more people would want to be part of the 
story if they knew about it. If you would like to help us promote 
The Congo Tree and the campaign by giving out leaflets to 
family, friends or colleagues please do contact us at 
hello@thecongotree.org.uk so we can post them out to you. 
Alternatively, all the info is on our website at 
www.thecongotree.org.uk/donate. 

 
Be part of the story... 
 
If you would like to run an event to fundraise for The Congo 
Tree or invite us in to your school, please get in contact. We 
are also looking people to support us in a practical ways such 
as with finance, legal, and marketing aspects of charity work, 
or as a Trustee. If you think you could offer some support in 
these areas, please do email hello@thecongotree.org.uk.   
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FINANCEs  
 

We’re continually working hard to try and raise funds. We have three main financial needs at the 
moment: 
 

� For Amy and Heidi’s upcoming trip – we are still a little short on funds to cover the whole of 
the trip and the training we will be running, but we are hoping to raise what we need in the 
next two weeks before we depart.  

� For the funding to push ahead with this year’s plans, which includes running four more 
Leadership Development Programmes and equipping a number of social action projects to do 
even more in the community. 

� We need to employ a full-time coordinator who can lead the project in the DRC as it grows 
and develops, and can oversee and support our Interns – to do this, we need to be able to 
pay this person’s salary. We would love to be able to recruit for this role during our first trip 
next year, so we’re hoping to have secured funds for this role by then. 

 
If you can support us with finance or would simply like to know more, please do contact us or have a 
look at the dedicated page on our website: www.thecongotree.org.uk/donate. 

 
 
 
 
Prayer requests: 
 

� Cases of Ebola have been confirmed in the north-west of DRC. Please pray for those who are ill, 
their families and friends, for quick quarantines to be set up and for the spread to be restricted.  

 
� Heidi and Amy travel to Goma on 24th September to run Facilitator’s training and start work with 

Global Outreach Foundation, as well as having some valuable time with the DRC team. Please 
pray for safety, productivity, great times in training and lots of joy at being reunited with the team.  

 
� For the Peace One Day event to inspire many more peace-makers in DRC and internationally, 

and for the pockets of continued violence in DRC to be calmed.  
 
� For The Congo Tree groups in Goma – that the feeling of family would increase as numbers of 

trainees grow, and that they would keep on inspiring each other into volunteering and social 
action in their communities. 

 
� For the continued development and motivation of our wonderful DRC team: Our Team Leader 

Muhindo, Interns Grace and Arsène, Maurice (our Finance Manager) and Hebdavi (who is 
currently working outside of DRC). 

 
 
 
 
In the next issue: Reports from our trip to DRC in September, introductions to a few of our 
Leader Mentors and plans for Christmas with The Congo Tree!  


